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Sikatiya Mega
Lift Irrigation Scheme

Why in News?

> Recently, in the meeting of the Council of Ministers
held under the chairmanship of Chief Minister Hemant
Soren, administrative approval has been given for the
estimate of Rs 484.35 crore for the Sikatiya Mega Lift
Irrigation Scheme for providing irrigation facilities in
four blocks of Deoghar and Jamtara districts.

Key Points

> Inthe meeting of the cabinet, administrative approval
was given for providing irrigation facilities through
underground pipelines in the parts of Sarath, Karo,
Vidyasagar and Jamtara blocks of Deoghar and
Jamtara districts.

» Under the Sikatiya Mega Lift Irrigation Scheme, cycle
wise irrigation facilities will be provided in the irrigated
area through a pipeline from the pump motor from
Ajay Barrage Upstream located near Sikatiya village.

> This scheme will be completed in three years, as a
result of which 13,164 hectare area of 24 panchayats of
the respective blocks will get a kharif irrigation facility.

» Along with this, in case the requirement of water in
the fields is limited due to excessive rainfall during
any period, the water can be diverted and filled to
the nearby reservoirs, so that water supply through
ponds to the villagers for cattle and other works.
can be done.

Vidyapati Smriti Parv

Why in News?

> On April 3,2022, the main annual festival of Mithila
Cultural Council ‘Vidyapati Smriti Parv’ concluded
with pomp in Bokaro Steel City.

Key Points

> On April 2, the two-day mega event was inaugurated
by garlanding the portrait of Mahakavi Vidyapati,
along with lighting the lamp by Amarendu Prakash,
Director-in-Charge of Bokaro Steel Plant (BSL).

> The Maithili play ‘Longiya Mirchi’ was staged on
the second day of the program followed by a short
cultural program.
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> Vidyapati (1352—-1448 AD) was a Maithili and Sanskrit
poet, musician and writer. He is also known as ‘Mathil
Kavi Kokil’.

> He has made a great effort to revive the public
consciousness of the local language by giving the
mantra of ‘Desil Bayna Sab Jan Mittha’ to the people
of Mithila.

Sarhul Festival

Why in News?

> OnApril4,2022, the biggest N’ature festival of tribal
society ‘Sarhul’ was celebrated across Jharkhand.

Key Points

> An attractive procession was taken out from various
Sarna places of the state capital, in which the
procession taken out from the Sarna place at Hatma
was prominent.

> In this procession, women and men of tribal society
were dancing in full rhythm on the beat of mandar
drum.

> It is worth mentioning that Sarhul is celebrated in
Central-East India and tribal areas of Central India
(mainly Jharkhand, Odisha, Bengal).

> Held on the Tritiya of Chaitra Shukla Paksha, this
festival is celebrated as the marriage festival of the
earth and the sun.

> This festival marks the beginning of the new year.
Trees and other elements of Nature are worshiped
on this festival, at this time new flowers bloom on
the branches of Sal (Shorea robusta) trees. This day
is a state holiday in Jharkhand.

Devishankar Awasthi honor
to litterateur Achyutananda

Why in News?

> OnApril 5,2022, Achutanand Mishra, a litterateur of
Jharkhand, was awarded the prestigious Devi Shankar
Awasthi Award for the year 2021.

Key Points

> Achuthanand Mishra has been given this award for
his critical book ‘Kolahal Mein Kavita Ki Awaaz’.
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> As a mark of respect, Mishra was given a citation, a
memento and a check of Rs 11,000.

> It is worth mentioning that this award is given to a
young critic for his remarkable contribution in the
development of Hindi criticism.

> It was established in the year 1995 by his family
including his wife Kamlesh Awasthi in the memory
of famous Hindi critic Devishankar Awasthi.

MoU between State
Government and TSF for
skill development of youth

Why In News?

> On 6™ April, 2022, the State Government has signed
a memorandum of understanding with Tata Steel
Foundation (TSF) to set up Industrial Training Institute
(IT1) at Chandil in Seraikela-Kharsawan district with
the objective of skill development of more and more
youth of the State and making them industry ready.

Key Points

> The MoU was signed by Saurav Roy (Chief, Corporate
Social Responsibility, Tata Steel) and Satyanand Bhokta
(Minister, Department of Labour, Employment, Training
and Skill Development).

» The ITl to be set up at Chandil will provide training
in technical and vocational courses with an initial
capacity of 100 students and will start from the 2023
academic session.

» The aim is to make it a platform where local youth
can take advantage of employment opportunities and
fulfill their dream of contributing significantly to the
income of their family.

> TSF'sfocus will be on reaching out to the marginalized
communities, especially in the tribal areas, where the
youth acquire specialized skills, right knowledge and
know-how to apply them.

> Significantly, this is the third ITl institute of Tata Steel
Foundation in Jharkhand. The other two institutes
are ITI Tamar and ITl Jagannathpur.

Simdega Will Soon
Get International Stadium

Why in News?
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> Recently, the Information and Public Relations
Department of the Government of Jharkhand
informed that after the completion of 80 percent of
the work of the stadium, sports can be organized in
an international level hockey stadium soon.

Key Points

> The stadium is being constructed keeping in mind
the international standards, the foundation stone of
which was laid by Chief Minister Hemant Soren on
October 20, 2021 at Simdega, the nursery of hockey.

> Hostels for male and female players of 50 beds are
being constructed in the stadium premises. The
stadium will have a seating arrangement of three
thousand spectators with modern facilities.

> In its pavilion building, changing rooms for players,
gym, room for doctors and coaches, and a huge
podium near the stadium are also being constructed.

> It is noteworthy that on the same lines, about 70
percent construction work of the hockey stadium
and sports hostel being constructed in Khunti has
been completed.

Sirom Toli Sarna
Sthal Beautification Plan

Why in News?

> On April 7, 2022, Chief Minister Hemant Soren
laid the foundation stone of Sirom Toli Sarna Sthal
Beautification Plan.

Key Points

> The foundation stone for the beautification plan of
Sirom Toli Sarna Sthal in the capital Ranchi is part of
a series of efforts by the state government to keep
the tradition and art-culture of tribal society alive,
intact and preserved.

» Under this scheme, various facilities will be made
available in the Sarna Sthal complex at a cost of
about Rs.5 crore.

> The Chief Minister said that the State Government
would make efforts to preserve all the Sarna and Masna
Sthals of the State, so that the coming generations
would also be well aware of its historical importance.

> Significantly, Sarna Sthal is a sacred grove in the religious
traditions of the Chotanagpur plateau region in the
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states of Jharkhand, Bihar, Assam and Chhattisgarh.
The followers of these rituals are mainly Baiga, Kurukh,
Munda and Santhal.

Tapan Patnaik

Why In News?

> On April 9, 2022, Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu
presented the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award to
Tapan Patnaik for his outstanding contribution in the
field of Chhau dance form at the award distribution
ceremony held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

Key Points

» Tapan Patnaik, director of Chhau Guru Co-State Chhau
Kala Kendra, Seraikela of Seraikela Kharsawan district
of Jharkhand, has presented Chhau dance at national
and international level as well.

> Tapan Patnaik has played an important role in the
development of not only Seraikela but also Kharsawan
and Manbhum style Chhau dance.

> Chhau Guru Tapan Patnaik has played an important
role in declaring the Seraikela Chhau festival as a
state festival.

> It is noteworthy that the Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award is the most prestigious national award given
in the field of art in India.

Vinoba Bhave

University becomes

first university in eastern
India to launch cyber course

Why In News?

> With the recent signing of MoU with Cyber Vidyapeeth
Foundation by Vinoba Bhave University, Hazaribagh,
it has become the first university in eastern India to
launch cyber courses.

Key Points

» This cyber course will start from July 2022.

» The Vice Chancellor of the university informed that
the university is also planning to launch courses on
artificial intelligence and data science.
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> According to the Cyber Vidyapeeth Foundation, an
income of $100 billion can be earned in 10 years
through this course.

Jharkhand included
in the State Energy
and Climate Index Round-1

Why In News?

> Recently, Jharkhand has been included in the category
of achievers in the report related to State Energy
and Climate Index Round-1 released by NITI Aayog.

Key Points
> Jharkhand ranks 18" in the State Energy and Climate
Index, while the score is 35.2.

> This index has been prepared by NITI Aayog on the
basis of 2019-20 data.

> Significantly, this index tracks the efforts made by states
and union territories in the climate and energy sector
based on 6 parameters - performance of discoms,
energy efficiency, environmental sustainability,
clean energy initiatives, new initiatives and access,
affordability and reliability.

> The scores of Jharkhand with respect to various
parameters are as follows:

performance of discoms - 58.3

Energy Efficiency - 17.2

Environmental Sustainability - 19

Clean energy initiative - 2.9

New Initiative - 9.3

Accessibility, Affordability and Reliability - 46.5

O O 0O O O O

Trikuta Mountain

Why in News?

> OnApril 12,2022, Chief Minister Hemant Soren held
a high-level meeting regarding the Trikuta Mountain
ropeway accident in Deoghar district.

Key Points

> In the meeting, the Chief Minister directed the
officers to constitute a high-level inquiry committee
to investigate the Trikuta mountain ropeway accident
and to include experts related to the ropeway in the
committee constituted.
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> Itis worth mentioning that on April 10, a serious crisis
situation arose due to the breakdown of the Trikut
Parvat/Mountain ropeway, in which 59 tourists were
trapped in the ropeway, so far 4 tourists have died
in this incident.

» Trikoot mountain has great religious importance for
Hindus as on one side of Trikoot mountain there is
a temple of Baba Vaidyanath and on the other side
there is a temple of Baba Basukinath.

> This mountain has three peaks, which are known as
the crown of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh, hence
it is known as Trikuta Parvat, along with two smaller
mountain peaks located here known as Ganesh and
Kartik.

Canine Virus in Ranchi Zoo

Why in News?

> On April 13, 2022, Director of Ranchi Zoo (Bhagwan
Birsa Biological Park) Jabbar Singh informed that seven
foxes have died of Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) at
Birsa Zoo in Ranchi in the past one month.

Key Points

» Canine distemper virus causes severe infections of the
respiratory, gastrointestinal, respiratory and central
nervous systems, as well as the eyes, primarily in dogs.

» ltcan also affect wild carnivores such as wolves, foxes,
raccoons, red pandas, ferrets, hyenas, tigers and lions.

» The spread and diversity of this virus in the wildlife
of India has not been adequately studied.

> Itis noteworthy that foxes are an endangered species
protected under Schedule-Il of the Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972.

Statue of Sidhu-

Kanhu to be Built in the
Park and Sports Ground
of Telipada, Jharkhand

Why in News?

> Recently, the officials of Dhanbad Municipal Corporation
said that along with the construction of a park and
a sports ground in the name of martyr Sidhu-Kanhu
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with Rs 2 crore in Telipada, the statue of Sidhu-Kanhu
will also be installed.

Key Points

> The park and sports ground are planned to be
constructed at the place where people of the tribal
community have been celebrating the Sohrai festival
for centuries.

> Sidhu Murmu and Kanhu Murmu were the leaders
of the Santhal rebellion (1855—-1856). They rebelled
against the British colonial power and corrupt zamindari
system in eastern India (present-day Jharkhand and
Purulia and Bankura in Bengal).

> India Post also issued a postage stamp of Rs 4 in
their honor in 2002. Along with this, a Sidhu-Kanhu
Memorial Park has also been built in their honor in
Ranchi.

Under-17 Sub-Junior

National Boys-Girls

Wrestling Championship
and Federation Cup

Senior Men-Women Wrestling

Why In News?

> On April 15, 2022, Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren inaugurated the Under-17 Sub Junior National
Boys-Girls Wrestling Competition and Federation
Cup Senior Men-Women Wrestling Competition at
Shaheed Ganpat Rai Indoor Stadium Khelgaon Ranchi.

Key Points

> On this occasion, the Chief Minister honored the
wrestlers of Jharkhand, who won medals in the
Under-15 National Boys and Girls Wrestling Competition
held in December last year, by giving them clothes
and citations.

> These competitions are being organized under the
aegis of Jharkhand State Wrestling Federation.

> The Federation Cup is being organized for the first
time in Jharkhand. The Under-17 Sub Junior Boys-Girls
National Wrestling Competition is being organized from
April 15 to 19 at Mega Sports Complex, Hotwar, Ranchi,
while the Federation Senior Wrestling Competition
is being organized from April 17 to 19.
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> Atotal of more than 1200 wrestlers are participating
in the national wrestling competition. 450 wrestlers
are participating in the Federation Cup Senior
Wrestling competition, while 850 wrestlers from
different age group categories are participating
in the sub-junior wrestling competition under-17
age group.

Ninth National
Race Walk Championship

Why In News?

> The Ninth National Race Walk Championship concluded
on 17 April, 2022 in Ranchi city of Jharkhand.

Key Points

> Under this championship, 35 and 10 km. A walk was
organized.

» 35 kms. Five athletes won medals in the event,
breaking the national record. In its men’s section,
Haryana’s Junaid, UP’s Rambabu and Uttarakhand’s
Chandan Singh, while in women'’s section, Punjab’s
Ramandeep and Manju broke the old record.

» Inthe men’s section, Junaid clocked 2.40.16 seconds,
while in the women’s section, Ramandeep clocked
3.00.04 seconds to win the gold medal.

Jehangir Gandhi Medal for
Industrial Peace to Dr. Reddy

Why In News?

> Recently, Paul Fernandes S.J., Director of XLRI-Xavier
School of Management, Jamshedpur. It was informed
that Dr. Preetha Reddy, Executive Vice President, Apollo
Hospitals Enterprise Ltd. would be awarded the Sir
Jehangir Gandhi Medal for Industrial and Social Peace.

Key Points

> Dr. Reddy is widely known for his contribution to
making high quality healthcare accessible to millions
of people and his support to various organizations and
industry bodies working for the betterment of India.

> She is the Managing Trustee of the Apollo Hospitals
Educational Trust, a premier organization that drives
the Apollo Group’s educational efforts.
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> It is worth noting that the Chairman and MD of
Hindustan Unilever Limited Sanjiv Mehta has been
awarded this medal in 2020 and Sandeep Kataria,
Global CEO of Bata Corporation, in 2021.

Committee formed to
investigate Deoghar
ropeway accident

Why in News?

> Recently, a committee has been constituted by the
Jharkhand government under the chairmanship of
Principal Secretary, Finance Department Ajay Kumar
Singh to investigate the Trikut Parvat ropeway accident
in Deoghar, Jharkhand.

Key Points

> Apart from the chairman, three members have been
included in the committee, in which Amitabh Kaushal,
Secretary, Department of Tourism, will be a member
nominated by the National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation along with a representative
nominated by IIT-ISM Dhanbad.

> Apart from this, on behalf of the chairman of the
committee, any expert from any institution of the
country can be called for cooperation.

> This committee constituted under the chairmanship
of Ajay Kumar Singh will give its inquiry report in two
months.

> It is worth mentioning that recently 48 people
were trapped in a ropeway accident at Trikoot
mountain in Deoghar, Those who were saved after an
operation of about 50 hours, although three people
also died in it.

Atharva Akshat
won medal in ISSO

Why In News?

> Atharva Akshat, a class VIII student of DPS (CHAS)
Bokaro won a medal in the results of International
Social Studies Olympiad, 2021-22, published on
April 20, 2022.

Key Points
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International Social Studies Olympiad, 2021-22 exam
was conducted by Science Olympiad Foundation based
in New Delhi in online mode.

The Science Olympiad Foundation organizes an
Olympiad every year, in which students from hundreds
of schools across the country participate.
All the activities of the Foundation have always been
aimed at making learning an interesting and interactive
process, in which the learner is able to truly test his/
her skills, memory, talents and knowledge.
Apart from this the Foundation organizes the following
Olympiads:
o National Cyber Olympiad

National Science Olympiad

o

o International Mathematics Olympiad

o International General Knowledge Olympiad
o

International Commerce Olympiad

Chas Haat Initiative

>

>

Why In News?

Recently, Pakur Deputy Commissioner Varun Ranjan
said that the unique initiative of Pakur district
administration to establish it as a horticulture hub,
‘Chas Haat Pahal’, is bringing unprecedented change
in the lives of women farmers.

Key Points

Chas Haat initiative was started in the year 2021 as
a joint effort of Pakur district administration and
Jharkhand State Livelihood Promotion Society.

The objective of this ambitious scheme is to increase
the production and marketing of vegetable crops in the
district with the concerted efforts and convergence
of all the departments concerned. Along with this,
ensuring annual income of targeted farmer families
up to Rs 1 lakh under this project and promoting
women entrepreneurship is also included.

Through Chas Haat initiative, the benefits of farming
schemes of different departments of the district
are being given to the sisters of Sakhi Mandal in an
integrated manner through Chas Haat, like-

o To overcome the problem of irrigation, imple-
mentation of drip irrigation scheme along with
providing deep boring and pump sets by the land
conservation and other departments.

>
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o Under the Didi Bari scheme by MNREGA, the

scheme of 5 decimals and the arrangement of

wells for irrigation facilities.
Various types of training, capacity building and
arrangement of seeds etc. through Jharkhand State
Livelihood Promotion Society, KVK and Atma.

One Station
One Product Scheme

Why In News?

>

In order to promote local arts and products, the Institute
of Agricultural Consultancy and Rural Development
launched the second temporary stall of ‘One Station
One Product Scheme’ at Ranchi station under Ranchi
Railway Division of South Eastern Railway (SER) on
23rd April, 2022.

Key Points

>

Under the scheme, this stall operated at Ranchi
Railway Station will display and sell hand woven
bags, bamboo products and woven artifacts from
April 24 to May 8.

Under the ‘One Station One Product Scheme’, 15
stations of Ranchi Railway Division are to be selected
where stalls have been opened to promote local arts
and craftsmen.

This is the second temporary stall at Ranchi Railway
Station under the ‘One Station One Product Scheme’.
Earlier, a 15-day temporary stall of Jharkhand Silk
Textile and Handicraft Development Corporation
Limited (Jharcraft) was set up.

Through the stalls, the passengers will be able to
get information about the particular product at the
railway station and will be able to buy it easily. This
will increase local employment and promote the
product.

It is noteworthy that in view of the important role
of Railways in promoting local products of different
places, the ‘One Station One Product’ scheme was
announced in the Union Budget 2022-23.

This scheme was launched on March 25, 2022 at 19
stations of Indian Railways. After this it was extended
to 69 more stations. After its success, this scheme
is being implemented in a phased manner at 1000
railway stations across the country.
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Jamshedpur’'s Anshuman
won the award for the
best writer of the year 2022

Why In News?

> On April 24, 2022, Jamshedpur writer Anshuman
Bhagat has been awarded the Best Writer Award for
the year 2022 by the Mumbai-based organization
‘Man O Mausumi’. He has been given this award for
his book ‘Ek Safar Mein’.

Key Points

> Anshuman has been selected as the best author for
his best contribution to his book and writing style.
His book ‘Ek Safar Mein’ is based on the behind-the-
scenes stories of the Bollywood TV industry and the
struggles of the actors.

» Anshuman Bhagat’s book ‘Ek Safar Mein” was published
by Authors Tree Publishing House, Chhattisgarh on
December 18, 2021.

> Mann O Mausumi, a Mumbai-based organization,
inspires talented writers to explore their creativity,
research and organization skills and develop their
writing skills.

» Man o Mousumi as a writing competition continues
to create opportunities for writers from all over the
world, in which writers from almost all countries of
Asia participate.

Hundred smart villages
will be built in the state

Why In News?

> On April 25, 2022, Jharkhand Agriculture Minister
Badal Patralekha told a press conference that 100
smart villages will be built in the state, which will be
recommended by the MLAs and MPs.

Key Point

> All these smart villages will be developed under
the One Umbrella policy, where all schemes related
to agriculture will be implemented, as well as a
roadmap for development will be prepared by forming
cooperative societies at various levels.

State PCS CA Consolidation APRIL 2022 9

> The Agriculture Minister said that the smart
village is being designed. Soon, the agriculture
department will write to all MLAs and MPs for
village selection.

> He said that a cooperative committee will be
formed for milk and 50 per cent of the total cost
will be provided as grant to the cooperative. The
almost ready-made dairy plants at Sarath in Palamu,
Sahib Ganj and Deoghar will be commissioned
soon.

Virtual training camp organized
for successful implementation
of Birsa Harit Gram Yojana

Why In News?

> On April 29, 2022, MGNREGA Commissioner
Rajeshwari B. in a virtual training camp for successful
implementation of Birsa Harit Gram Yojana in the
financial year 2022-23 directed the trainees and
officers to complete 100 per cent of the work of CPT
(Anti-Animal Trench) while working in line with the
target of the scheme.

Key Point

> Speaking on the occasion, Rajeshwari B directed
the officials present to motivate the farmers to
plant mango, lime, guava and building plants
under mixed horticulture in the financial year
2022-23 to make the people self-reliant through
mixed horticulture.

> It may be recalled that on May 4, 2020, the Jharkhand
government had launched three labour intensive
programmes - ‘Birsa Harit Gram Yojana’, ‘Nilambar-
Pitambar Jal Samriddhi Yojana’ and ‘Veer Shaheed
Poto Ho Khel Vikas Yojana’ with an aim to generate
employment for workers in rural areas.

> The Birsa Green Village Scheme aims at utilizing more
than two lakh acres of unused Government fallow
land for afforestation.

> Under this, about five lakh families will be given 100
fruit bearing plants and the responsibility of their
plantation, maintenance, land work and afforestation
will be with the rural households while the ownership
of the land will remain with the government.
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> Under this scheme, more than five crore fruit bearing Jharkhand Agriculture

: plants are expected to be planted in the next few .

months. Loan Waiver Scheme

» The scheme is estimated to have fetched an annual N

income of about Rs. 50,000/- from these plants after Why In News:

: three years to each household. > Recently, Jharkhand Agriculture Director Nisha Oraon
informed that the state government is waiving loans
: y worth Rs 3.34 crore benefiting 906 farmers per day
Stqte S Second SRMC Center under the ‘Jharkhand Agricultural Loan Waiver Scheme'.
: opened in West Singhbhum ,

: Key Point

Why In News? > The objective of the scheme is to relieve the farmers
> On 26 April 2022, the Labor Superintendent of West of the State of short-term agricultural credit from
Singhbhum district launched the State’s second Safe the debt burden, improve the credit worthiness of
: and Responsible Migration Center (SRMC) in the the crop loan holder, ensure credit for the new crop,
district for safe and responsible migration of migrant prevent migration of the farming community and
: workers. strengthen the agricultural economy.

> Under the scheme, loans worth Rs 1,529.01 crore
Key Points have been waived off to 3,83,102 farmers till March
i > Itisnoteworthy that the first SRMC center of the state L, "/ "ich a total of Rs 494.96 crore was
: was launched in Gumla on April 20, 2022. Apart from disbursed to 1,22,238 people in the financial year
Gumla and West Singhbhum districts, SRMI (Safe and 2020-21. In the financial year 2021-22, 2,60,864
Responsible Migration Initiative) center will soon be farmers have been paid Rs 1,034.05 crore.

: set up in Dumka. > The following are the required entitlements for the
> This center of West Singhbhum district will function bEREfICIaRyor the loan waiver scheme:

: under the supervision of the District Labor Superin- o The ryot farmers who do their own farming on
tendent and Employment Officer under the aegis of their land.

: the District Labor and Employment Office in the form o Non-ryot farmers who do agricultural work on the
of District Level Support Cell. land of other ryots.

> Through this, work will be done in the direction of o The applicant should be a short-term crop loan
identification of inter-state migrants and their families holder and the crop loan should be issued from a
: in West Singhbhum, so that social security of such qualified bank located in Jharkhand.

workers can be ensured. o Afarmer from the State of Jharkhand, who is above
> Along with this, the facility of registration of workers the age of 18 years and the farmer should have a
: will also be provided at the centre. It is also planned valid Aadhaar number, Kisan Credit Card holder
to organize camps for them from time to time. and a valid ration card holder.

> It is noteworthy that Chief Minister Hemant Soren o Members holding the same crop loan from one
: had launched the Safe and Responsible Migration family will be eligible. The applicant should have
Initiative (SRMI) in December 2021. a standard crop loan account.
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